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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Ap- 
plicants wish to bring the prior art references listed on 
the attached Form PTO/SB/08A to the attention of the Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of the reference 
is additionally provided as follows: 

U.S. Patent Re 36,627 discloses a blower/vac and is the 
patent incorporated by reference in the above- identified 
patent application . 

Black & Decker BV-006 Leaf Collection System comprises 

an elongated hose and a trash can cover having a drawstring. 
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Certificate under 37 C.F.R. 1.8. I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with sufficient postage with the U.S. Postal Service, as First Class Mail, in an envelope ad- 
dressed to: Mail Stop Mipsing Parts, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 




The trash can cover can be placed over the top of a trash 
can and the drawstring can be tightened to secure the cover 
to the top of the trash can. When the hose is connected to 
the blower/vac, debris being picked up by the blower/vac 
will be discharged through the hose and through the cover 
into the trash can. Note that the trash can could have 
wheels as many modern trash cans do. 

The website materials showing the Black & Decker BV-006 
Leaf Collection System are undated, but the Applicants ADMIT 
THAT THE BLACK & DECKER BV-00 6 LEAF COLLECTION SYSTEM COM- 
PRISES PRIOR ART TO THE ABOVE- IDENTIFIED PATENT APPLICATION. 
In view of such admission, the Examiner is required to con- 
sider this prior art despite the absence of dated materials 
relating to the same. 



Respectfully submitted, 



September 16, 2004 




&23r Marquette Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 



Telephone (612) 338-5915 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 
901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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Washington, DC 20231. 



